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THE WHITE HOUSE 


Thanksgiving Day, 1954 


By the President of the 
United States of America 


A PROCLAMATION 


Early in our history the Pilgrim fathers 
inaugurated the custom of dedicating one 
day at harvest time to rendering thanks 
to Almighty God for the bounties of the 
soil and for his mercies throughout the 
year. At this autumnal season tradition 
suggests and our hearts require that we 
follow that hallowed custom and bow in 
reverent thanks for the blessings bestowed 
upon us individually and as a Nation. 

We are grateful that our beloved coun- 
try, settled by those forbears in their 
quest for religious freedom, remains free 
and strong, and that each of us can wor- 
ship God in his own way, according to 
the dictates of his conscience. 

We are grateful for the innumerable 
daily manifestations of Divine goodness 
in affairs both public and private, for 
equal opportunities for all to labor and 
to serve, and for the continuance of those 
homely joys and satisfactions which en- 
rich our lives. 

With gratitude in our hearts for all our 
blessings, may we be ever mindful of the 
obligations inherent in our strength, and 
may we rededicate ourselves to unselfish 
striving for the common betterment of 
mankind. 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER, President of the 
United States of America, in consonance 
with the joint resolution of Congress ap- 
proved December 26, 1941, designating 
the fourth Thursday of November of each 
year as Thanksgiving Day, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 25, 1954, 
as a day of national thanksgiving, and 
I call upon all our citizens to observe the 
day with prayer. Let us demonstrate in 
our lives our humble thanks to God for 
his beneficence in the year which is past, 
and let us ask his guidance in the year 
to come. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal 
of the United States of America to be 
affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this 
sixth day of November in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and fifty-four, 

and of the Independence of the 
(SEAL) United States of America the 
one hundred and seventy-ninth. 
Dwicnt D. EISENHOWER 
By the President: 
JoHN Foster DULLES 
Secretary of State. 














Letters to the Editors 





Protest Comments on Men’s Convention 





Taken to Task 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK has fre- 
quently given constructive leadership to 
our church through its editorial pages, but 
the issue of Nov. 1 (evaluation of New 
Orleans Convention of Presbyterian Men) 
is, I feel, a glaring exception to that pat- 
tern. There are, surely, other standards 
yet left to us by which merit is to be tab- 
ulated than endorsement of church union 
and racial integration. It could possibly 
be that an island of unity and fellowship 
midstream in a river of constant contro- 
versy, bickering and near-slander, is what 
our church needed more than a good, 
rousing demonstration for church union 





While they last 
You may still get copies of the 


Convention Daily 


—from the recent New Orleans 
Men’‘s Convention. 


A limited supply; first come, first 
served. 2 sets (8 papers) for $1, cash 
with order (minimum); 5 sets, $2; 
10 sets, $3.50; 25 sets, 8.50; 50 sets, 
$16; 75 sets, $23; 100 sets, $30. 

Complete speeches or excerpts 
from addresses by Evans, McCord, 
McKeldin, Mitchell, Grant, Patton, 
Crane, Fraser, Humphrey, Rees, 
Dews, Matthews, Brown. Conven- 
tion pictures and other features. 

Get them for the men in your 
church to have. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th Street Richmond 19, Virginia 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 
Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 





Vern Sutton Mr. & Mrs. Paul 
Oklahoma City, Altaner 
Okla. Chaumort, N. Y. 
ee TT a ee 


Street & Number 


Re Te NTT 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite? summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signature, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 


For a packet of 1 each of items 
on Presbyterian reunion, send 50¢. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





during which time, certain delegations 
made noticeable exodus. It still holds, 
“All things are lawful but not all things 
are expedient” and stuffing stuff down the 
throats of anyone would scarcely have 
been worthy of a church-wide convention, 
which climaxed in the presentation of 
anything as challenging as the “Forward 
With Christ” Movement. 

The spectre of growing lay enthusiasm 
should impel a spirit of deep thanksgiv- 
ing. The faith-theology was wanting, to 
be sure, but what have you proven other 
than your ability to dim a glorious, chal- 
lenging memory—and more than a mem- 
ory? I have yet to see and hear the first 
disappointed layman, and it was their 
convention after all, wasn’t it? THE Pres- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK and its editor fearlessly 
love truth, I believe, and thus make real 
contributions to our church’s life as a 
general rule. That makes them entitled, 
I presume, to one unkind, unnecessary 
blunder such as they claimed for them- 
selves, November 1. 

Henry E. ACKLEN. 
Forrest City, Ark. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have just read the editorial on the 
Presbyterian Men’s Convention in the No- 
vember 1 edition. While I am an adherent 
of union I was soundly disappointed to 
find that you allowed your zeal for union 
to so color your interpretation of the pro- 
ceedings at New Orleans. 

Did you so utterly miss the spirit of that 
great gathering that you do not realize 
those men were reached not by the elo- 
quence of polished orators but by the 
simple and sound faith which permeated 
those speakers? It is true that the self- 
sufficient attitude of Dr. Crane was a 
blemish on the whole proceeding, but even 
there I found a remarkable contrast be- 
tween simple faith and humanism our men 
needed to have before them. 

You have done the Convention an in- 
justice in supposing that the objective was 
to produce polished theologians. Those of 
my group who went wanted to hear what 
lies in the hearts of laymen who must 
deal directly with two worlds. Are you 
suggesting that they could utterly divorce 
establishing a strong tie between the world 
they face daily and the world to which 
they have been called by God? 

I, for one, thank God that the divisive 
issues in our great church at the present 
were not allowed to violate the search of 
so many men for a strand of solidarity. I 
call what happened there a resounding 
success for a God who knows better than 

‘ejdoed sjq 103 pood si yeu SsTe}.10Ur 
C. H. RecKarb. 
Hillsboro, N. C. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—It is good that our 
readers generally understand the issue 
being stressed in regard to the question 
of union and the New Orleans conven- 
tion. It was the same old issue of free- 
dom, which the Weaverville resolution 
sought to restrict. Our concern was not 
so much whether any one subject was 
dealt with or not but that any group in 
our church should assume the right to 
declare what shall or shall not be dis- 
cussed—even if it is something which 
the General Assembly itself discusses. 
Any effort to muzzle a speaker or a 


preacher ought to be resisted with ali 
our powers. Mr. Reckard, in his closing 
sentence, has stated the case: “God 
knows better than mortals what is good 
for his people.” That is what we were 
saying—that God alone should be al- 
lowed to tell a man what he ought or 
ought not to say. 


Praise Note 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


... Thank you for the splendid coverage 
you gave the Men’s Convention in Tuer 
OvuTLooK. Your editorial of Nov. 1 was 
most commendable. I think you put your 
hand on the heart of the weakness of this 
particular convention. 

The editorial will have a good influence 
on the men in general and especially those 
in places of leadership, even though some 
of them will not like it.... 


NAME. 
Dr. Grant’s Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 
... “The Time Has Come” (OUTLOOK, 


Nov. 1) interested me very much, and I 
noted particularly Dr. Grant’s remarks 
about the Minister-versus-Laity problem in 
some quarters. In this particular Presby- 
tery I assume that there are 4,000 to 5,000 
members of our church, and to this date, 
in visits at many churches I have seen 
only one layman who favors union. (I 
do not mean that there are no more, but 
I have heard only one.) On the other 
hand, there are several ministers who de- 
sire union. As far as the laymen and 
ministers of Bethel Presbytery are con- 
cerned, it would certainly appear to be 
Laity-versus-Clergy in this matter, prob- 
ably 1% of the former and 50% of the 
latter, in numbers 50 vs. 4,500. 

Another item that appeared on several 
occasions in this issue was the reference 
to the great benefit of “pooling resources.” 
From the numbers of times I have heard 
it in pro-union remarks, I assume that 
those who favor union feel that this is 
the one great advantage of union with the 
two other churches. Of course, if all the 
banks in our country merged and pooled 
their resources there would be one enor- 
mous financial institution, and if all of 
the members of one family, even after 
maturity, pooled all resources, there would 
be more family interdependence and pos- 
sibilities in some directions. But, I be- 
lieve that it is doubtful that it would be 
advantageous to all concerned in either 
instance. I hope and pray sincerely for 
the continued success of each of the three 
churches, even to the place where their 
zeal is fanned higher by the spirit of 
friendly competition in the quest for ad- 
ditional souls to be brought to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

H. PHELPs Brooks, Jr. 
Chester, S. C. 


That New Catechism 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


How soon will it be possible to secure 
copies of the new revised Shorter Cate- 
chism of the Church of Scotland which 
you report in your Nov. 18 issue? And 
where do we get them? 

Joun E. Murray. 
New Bern, N. C. 

e EDITORS—This catechism is still 
in study stages and has not yet been pub- 
lished. Meanwhile, you will be interested 
in the catechism of the United Church 
of Canada, 299 Queen St., W., Toronto 
2-B, Ontario, Canada, with 10¢ to cover 
costs. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 


of March 3, 1879. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 
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MEN’S PROGRAM 





Urged to Lead 
In Peace Effort 


St. Louis, Mo. (rNs)—A call for 
American laymen to lead in a three-fold 
program of prayer, study, and action for 
peace was issued by the Board of Man- 
agers of United Church Men at its an- 
nual meeting here. United Church Men 
is a department of the National Council 
of Churches. 


In an adopted resolution the board 
invited “all peoples of whatever creed, 
culture, or nationality” to take part in the 
program. 

Recalling Gen. Eisenhower’s appeal 
for “a mighty act of faith” as the begin- 
ning of a continuing peace campaign, 
made before the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Evanston, 
Ill. in August, the resolution said: 

“The President has reminded us that 
‘ours... is a time when great things must 
again be dared in faith’ and we are among 


those who are willing to dare and share in 
meeting the needs of the hour.” 


The resolution further declared: 


“The manner in which people of good- 
will now respond to the appalling needs 
of mankind throughout the world may 
well determine whether our civilization 
is headed toward the horror of global an- 
nihilation or toward its most glorious 
hour. We would associate ourselves 
wholeheartedly with this inspired plan of 
living prayer for a just and durable peace.” 


Support Colleges 


In another action, the Board approved 
a plan to enlist the aid of Protestant 
laymen in bolstering the budgets of 
church-related colleges. 


The plan calls for a two-fold effort— 
locally and regionally by the men’s units 
of Protestant denominations, and nation- 
ally by United Church Men in coopera- 
tion with the National Council of 
Churches’ Commission on Christian 
Higher Education. 


It will be the task of the local men’s 
units to develop a program of information 
and annual educational compaigns for 
church-related colleges in their areas. 

The national program would promote 
the interest of laymen generally in 
church-related colleges, enlist a strong 
national churchmen’s group to advise on 
raising funds for these schools, and pro- 
mote observance of Christian Higher Ed- 
ucation Week. 


Mississippi Asks 


The Synod of Mississippi has voted 
to ask the General Assembly to reconsider 
its 1954 deliverance condemning racial 
segregation. The vote was 60-39 to adopt 
a minority report. A previous vote of 
62-48 declined to receive the Assembly’s 
report. 


At a called meeting in Jackson the 
synod heard a report by Guy T. Gillespie, 
former president of Belhaven College, 
supporting segregation promoting prog- 
ress, “one of nature’s universal laws,” 
defensible on Biblical grounds, and a 
“‘well-considered and time-tested Amer- 
ican policy.” Dr. Gillespie was a one- 
man minority of the committee. 

The special meeting was planned at the 
fall meeting of synod (OuTLOoK, Sept. 
27). At that time an effort was made to 
ask the Assembly to reconsider its action 
but this was delayed through the appoint- 
ment of a committee to report the basis 
of reconsideration. 

At the November special meeting, then, 
the resolution was adopted. The synod 
declared that it 

“|... cannot in good conscience comply 
with the recommendation with respect to 
institutions under its control and with 
respect to the various conferences spon- 
sored by the synod, nor can it approve the 
recommendation that Sessions of constitu- 
ent churches of this synod admit persons 


to membership and fellowship without 
reference to race.” 


Robert H. Walkup, Starkville pastor, 


presented the majority report. He was 
joined by Grayson L. Tucker, Laurel; 





It was announced that United Church 
Men will soon appoint a permanent com- 
mittee to put the new program into opera- 
tion. The plan was prepared by UCM’s 
committee on church-related colleges. 

Approval was voted by the Board for 
a National Convention of Christian Men 
to be held in Cincinnati, O., Sept. 14-16, 
1956. Paul Moser of New York and 
S. J. Patterson, Jr., of Richmond, Va., 
men’s work secretaries of the Presby- 
terian, USA, and Presbyterian, U-S. 
Churches, respectively, were named con- 
vention chairman and vice-chairman. 

J. Clinton Hawkins, St. Louis business 
executive, was elected Board chairman 
to succeed Lem T. Jones of Kansas City, 
Mo., who has headed the UCM since its 
founding in 1951. 


Reconsideration 


Robert P. Richardson, Memphis; and A. 
M. Schneider, Jr., Pascagoula. M. L. 
Carr, Jr., Brookhaven, abstained. 

The Assembly is also being asked by 
the synod to redefine the functions of the 
Division of Christian Relations and its 
Council on Christian Relations. It is 
called upon to “take such other steps as 
may be deemed necessary to insure” that 
the stand taken by the General Assembly 
in June “shall not be repeated.” 


Davidson Students Split 
50-50 on Segregation 


A recent poll regarding the U.S. Su- 
preme Court’s anti-segregation decision 
brought out a 44.8 per cent “favorable” 
response, and 44.6 per cent opposition to 
the decision at Davidson College, the 
weekly Davidsonian editorialized. Half 
of the student body gave opinions. (ACP) 


N. C. Baptist Students 
Back Desegregation 


Sa.ispury, N. C. (RNS)—A resolution 
calling upon the State Baptist Conven- 
tion to implement the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision outlawing segregation in 
public schools was adopted by the North 
Carolina Baptist Student Union at its 
25th annual convention here. 

Some 500 delegates attending the 
meeting joined in endorsing the court 
ruling as an expression of “‘the principle 
of brotherhood” and urging the parent 
Baptist body to put it into effect “with 
all haste commensurate with sound judg- 
ment and Christian love.” 


Eisenhower's Theology 
Questioned by Editor 


PHILADELPHIA—A word of “mild 
criticism” of President Eisenhower’s the- 
ology—not his politics—was expressed 
by G. Elson Ruff, Editor of The Luther- 
an, official weekly newsmagazine of the 
United Lutheran Church in America. 

In his column, “In Conclusion,” in 
The Lutheran, Dr. Ruff questioned the 
President’s statement that “faith is the 
inightiest force that man has at his com- 
mand.” 


The Lutheran editor said he believed 








“that’s putting things terribly upside 
down. It’s the opposite of what Chris- 
tian faith really is.” 

Dr. Ruff’s comment on Mr. Eisenhow- 
er’s “theology” follows: 


“I would like to risk a word of mild 
criticism of President Eisenhower’s the- 
ology, not his politics. 

“This is in no way a question of poli- 
tical parties. I am fascinated, though, by 
the manner in which a great leader in 
political life can sum up in his own think- 
ing the average thoughts of so many 
people. When Mr. Eisenhower confesses 
his personal Christian faith, he says what 
millions of others think. 

“Mr. Eisenhower, since he joined a 
Presbyterian congregation in Washington, 
has been unusually faithful in church at- 
tendance, and I am sure he is deeply sin- 
cere in his belief. He said so, plainly and 
convincingly, in his speech to the World 
Council in Evanston. European Chris- 
tians were amazed that a chief of state 
would confess his faith so candidly in a 
public address. 

“The president emphasized the power 
of faith, and said that ‘common and fer- 
vent dedication to a noble purpose’ mul- 
tiplies the strength of individuals and 
nations. But he put in one peculiar sen- 
tence. ‘Faith,’ he said, ‘is the mightiest 
force that man has at his command.’ 

“That’s putting things terribly upside 
down. It makes faith a super-weapon in 
achieving our purposes. It’s the opposite 
of that Christian faith really is. 

“We remember our Lord in the prayer 
in Gethsemane .. . ‘Father, if thou art 
willing, remove this cup from me; never- 
theless, not my will, but thine, be done.’ 


Faith means putting ourselves at God’s 
command, whatever comes. We are con- 
tent that we or our nation may be de- 
stroyed, if that is what God intends. 


“To harness the morale-building power 
of faith to achieve a nation’s ambitions is 
ancient tribal religion. To cultivate our 
faith for the purpose of achieving personal 
peace of mind, or developing more effective 
personality, is the sort of magic-working 
religion which pagans practiced 30 cen- 
turies ago. 


“Peace, courage, joy are things that 
often come to those who trust God. But 
to trust God for the sake of gaining these 
things is to spoil everything. There can’t 
be any bargaining with God.” 


Court Upholds “Loyalists” 
In Church Property Dispute 


Hiittssoro, N. C. (RNs)—Superior 
Court Judge Leo Carr directed here that 
the property of the Hillsboro Pentecostal 
Holiness church be handed over to a 
minority of its congregation that has 
remained loyal to the Western North 
Carolina Pentecostal Conference since a 
split in the congregation early last year. 

The judge’s ruling was made after a 
jury that had listened for several days 
to testimony for both sides handed up a 
verdict favoring the minority group. 

Attorneys for the majority group— 
which withdrew from the Conference in 
April, 1953, set up as an independent 
body and asserted itself to be sole owners 
of the church property—immediately 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
1. S. McElroy, American Bible Society secretary, and Frederick H. Olert, 
Second church, Richmond, Va. 


FORGIVENESS 
How can I forgive a person who has 
done me a wrong if that person doesn't 
want my forgiveness? 


McE roy: The Lord has told us in 
the Lord’s Prayer that we are to receive 
forgiveness as we forgive. I wonder if 
we can love a person and not forgive him. 
And we certainly have the Divine instruc- 
tion and command of the Lord that we 
are to love even as Christ loved us. The 
Bible states that God has already forgiven 
our sins in Christ. Even before we have 
asked him, he has forgiven us. God in 
his great love has forgiven us already in 
Christ and beyond that is beseeching us 
to be reconciled to him. Now the burden 
of forgiveness is that we must have a for- 
giving heart—and the initiative in recon- 
ciliation rests upon the Christian—to be 
reconciled with his fellow-men. 

MopERATOR: I am wondering if the 
questioner is not thinking that after all 
there is a gulf between people. How are 
we going to bridge that gulf ? As you have 
indicated, forgiveness doesn’t become real, 
meaningful, and effective until a person 
accepts it. You say that God has already 
forgiven and God has forgiven, but at 


4 


the same time you are saying that a per- 
son has to accept forgiveness, and when 
he accepts that forgiveness then it be- 
comes— 

McE roy: Then the reconciliation 
comes about. But the burden rests upon 
us to forgive a person——not waiting in 
selfrighteous pride for the other party 
to come humbly asking for forgiveness. 


WHICH JOHN? 
Who wrote the book of John? 


OLERT: That answer ought to be very 
simple. John wrote it. But back of that 
question in the mind of the questioner 
is the matter of which John wrote the 
gospel and what was the date of its writ- 
ing. In the early church there were a 
number of Johns, including John the 
beloved disciple. There has been a ten- 
dency on the part of scholars to put the 
date of John’s gospel comparatively late, 
perhaps near the end of the second cen- 
tury and that some other John than the 
beloved disciple wrote the book. I have 
always had the conviction that John 
the beloved disciple wrote the gospel that 
bears his name and that its date is ap- 
proximately 95 AD. 


announced they would appeal the case to 
the North Carolina Supreme Court. 


Judge Carr said in his order that the 
Pentecostal Holiness Church with which 
the Hillsboro congregation originally was 
affiliated is “a connectional church.” 
Any local church holding membership 
in one of its conferences, he said, is 
“bound by certain rules and regulations 
affecting the entire denomination” and 
therefore a segment of the church, even 
though a majority, has no right to take 
possession of the church property if it 
withdraws from such membership. 

Pending disposition of the appeal, 
Judge Carr approved continuance of the 
present arrangement under which R. C. 
Frazier and the majority group have use 
of the church building from Thursday 
morning until 3 p.m. Sunday each week 
while the minority group, led by John 
H. Terrell, have access to it the rest of 
the week. 





Faith for Our Day 


NOVEMBER 
25 thankegiving ........- Psalms 1 
| ERE EO a ee ee Psalms 23 
OE ii cies ie ie Psalms 27 
CN ae John 1:1-34 
Be ce es oe Psalms 37 
POE scicrrectaldonse keacecuessaaeatats Psalms 46 
DECEMBER 
ee ee ee Psalms 51 
BD nasca arcane eeaed Psalms 91 
Pita Sao ean oe Psalms 103 
WG acate wa cae Psalms 121 
gS eee te Isaiah 40 
a ada cacak cn cat can tans octet Isaiah 53 
Be cata oanacdeecee a ee Isaiah 55 
Bee ee ae one Matthew 5 
Wa nine cae Matthew 6 
ee es. Matthew 7 
| ae ee eee Luke 15 
12 Universal Bible Sunday___—_John 3 
ee OE TE Sn John 10 
DU sci sect one ecaiaen John 14 
WE ae ake ace eee John 15 
I a ee celeron re aaa ae John 17 
DP anime a omen eet Romans 8 
___ pene Re RE Rep eee SEAT > Romans 12 
19 Sundey ........ | Corinthians 13 
ERS 1 Corinthians 15 
BO sti ciafantea cca aaganae Ephesians 6 
Galan Philippians 4 
MY ete i ee Hebrews 11 
Pee ee eee ne eee Revelation 21 
as Chelsea ......... Luke 2:1-20 


For those who want to continue reading 
the Bible the last six days of the year, 
these passages are recommended: 


0 ee Luke 2:21-52 
er ee John 1:35-51 
TE deat gee Psalms 119:1-40 
PR eee Psalms 119:41-80 
era Psalms 119:81-128 
“| EERE Pe are e Psalms 119:129-176 
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A Thanksgiving Day Meditation 


Thanks Be to God 


ECEMBER always brings its full 
quota of demands that Christ be re- 
stored to Christmas. Editorials and ser- 
mons complain bitterly about the world 
taking over what belongs in a special way 
to Christ and Christians. And well they 
might. When the Feast of the Nativity 
descends to being merely a feast it is 
robbery committed on the nation’s soul. 
But isn’t it time for us to look honestly 
at November’s holy day also? While 
Thanksgiving Day does not celebrate a 
central fact in the lift of Christ, it deals 
with a cardinal Christian virtue: grati- 
tude. It ought help us defeat the charac- 
ter-spoilers: thanklessness and greed. 


Those Symbols 

The accepted symbols of a holiday 
show the meanings most commonly asso- 
ciated with it. On that score Thanks- 
giving as a truly religious observance 
comes off third best. A recent examina- 
tion of a printer’s catalogue of symbolic 
line cuts, and paging through a widely rec- 
ognized greeting card publisher’s Thanks- 
giving Day offering made me wonder what 
ideas a citizen of Ceylon might get from 
them on the nature and purpose of the 
day. Here are some samples: football 
goal posts, the pigskin itself, crossed drum 
majors’ batons, a be-ribboned king-size 
chrysanthemum, corn shocks and pump- 
kins, a turkey hen about to get the ax, 
a turkey cock with his gay tail flag fully 
unfurled, a border of tall broad-buckled 
Pilgrim hats and neat little linen Pilgrim 
maiden bonnets, a sun sinking behind a 
field of silhouetted grain shocks, a con- 
ventionalized roast turkey, the good ship 
“Mayflower,” a cornucopia. 

The closest approach to a spiritual ref- 
erence, but one which would require at 
least elementary knowledge of Colonial 
American history was a grim Pilgrim 
Father, his blunderbuss on his shoulder 
striding resolutely forward. He could 
have been out on a wild turkey shoot. Of 
course, a few would know that the good 
man was living dangerously on his way to 
a solemn service of worship. 

This festival, as every American school- 
boy knows, but tends soon to forget, com- 
memorates the deliverance of certain de- 
vout Pilgrims from the grave threat of 
starvation, disease, and massacres. Com- 
memorations of rescue from tragedy tend 
to preserve their sober meaning at least 
for the generation of those who were 
delivered. 

But a nation whose problem is bulging 
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rather than empty granaries, whose citi- 
zens are rarely beyond a swift ambulance 
haul to a completely equipped hospital, 
staffed by specialists in almost every ill 
to which our human flesh is heir, and who 
seem to have no more important threat 
to their security than the high school 
football team at the other end of the 
county, find it difficult to identify them- 
selves with the bleak blessings in the 
presence of which our 17th Century for- 
bears gave thanks. 


But wouldn’t most of us on reflection 
have to agree that such a view of our life 
is shallow? One serious modification in 
the balances which a merciful Providence 
has established in nature, one invasion 
by a highly communicable disease germ, 
or, what now seems more possible than 
either of the already mentioned threats, 
one release of the fury of modern atomic 
massacres, and our plight could be as des- 
perate as that of the Plymouth Colony in 
its first winter. Beyond all these, floods 
in their crushing power and insistently 
destructive penetrations, fire in its wild 
fury and orange-red lust for consumption, 
wind throwing its weight about in wan- 
ton ways, killing frosts, searing droughts, 
insect plagues are never too far from any 
one of us. 


Add to these the capacity of selfish 
and ignorant men to mismanage and to 
crush the little material securities we 
build about ourselves, and the Christian 
believer is obliged to confess that a poet 
of an ancient day was right when he con- 
cluded: 


“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are 
not consumed; because his compassions 
fail not.” 


How Much We Owe 


That gets us right to the heart of this 
mediation. How much, preventing God, 
how much we owe to the protections Thou 
hast round us set! Our serious need is 
to get up to God with our thanksgivings. 
The weight of worldliness which hangs 
about us tends to confine our gratitude to 
persons, institutions, and vaguely to na- 
ture. If, in the words of the children’s 
poem of thanks we get as far back of 
the loaf as the wind, the shower, and the 
sun, we think we have done all right. It 
is for thankfulness that runs straight 
from the loaf to the Father’s will that we 
plead here. Why can’t we for once put 
great meaning into the classic expressions 
of our givings of thanks? For example: 


“Lord, Thou hast been favorable unto 
thy land.” 


“O come let us sing unto the Lord... 
let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving.” 


“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good, and his mercy endureth forever.” 

It is time to hear more keenly the mes- 
sage in the texts of the universally beloved 
hymns of thanksgiving. They are satisfied 
with nothing less than the loving ac- 
knowledgement of the true and ultimate 
Source of all good. Having an arrow’s 
swiftness, and a shaft of light’s directness 
they seek to bear their praise straight 
to the heart of God. Hear them: 


“Now thank we all our God.” 


“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 
King of Creation, 
O my soul, praise him... .” 


“O worship the King, all glorious above, 
And gratefully sing his wonderful 
love.” 


“Give to our God immortal praise, ... 
Repeat his mercies in your song.” 


The temptation to shortcircuit our 
thanksgivings, to waste them on “lucky 
breaks,” “good seasons,” “steer that paid 
off,” a thoughtless “thank goodness,” or 
to make one’s own talents or unearned 
sharing in the good fortune of others the 
sum and total of gratitude, is as ancient 
as the Old Testament book, Deuteronomy. 
From man’s earliest life with God it has 
been necessary to warn him: 

“Beware that thou forget not the Lord, 
thy God ... lest when thou hast eaten 
and art full, ... thine heart be lifted up 
and thou forget the Lord thy God... and 
thou say in thine heart, my power, and 


the might of mine hand hath gotten me 
this wealth. 


“But thou shalt remember (to thank) 
the Lord thy God... .” 


Words of Presidents 


Focusing the American feast on any- 
thing less than God himself has certainly 
not been the fault of our nation’s chief 
executives. One wonders if there is any 
expression of the presidency which has 
been as constantly and consistently in 
harmony with our holiest life as are the 
annual Thanksgiving Day proclamations 
which issue from the White House. To 
read those documents is to get a quick 
review of the last 80 years of our history. 
Many of them list in detail the timely 
and special reasons for which citizens 
ought be grateful. Abraham Lincoln, 
who revived the celebration of the Day, 
pitched his proclamation in the key in 
which his successors have sung. Without 
exception they cry out: ‘Thanks be to 
God!” Some excerpts: 

Lincoln: “...I do therefore invite my 


fellow-citizens in every part of the United 
States ... those at sea... those sojourn- 
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ing in foreign lands to observe the last 
Thursday in November next as a day of 
thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent 
Father who dwelleth in the heavens.” 

Cleveland: “... Let our people assemble 
in their accustomed places of worship and 
with prayer and songs of praise give 
thanks to our heavenly Father for all that 
he hath done for us, while we humbly 
implore the forgiveness of our sins and a 
continuance of his mercy.” 

Wilson: “In a spirit of devotion and 
stewardship we should give thanks in our 
hearts, and dedicate ourselves to the serv- 
ice of God's merciful and loving purposes.” 

Eisenhower: “On that day let all of us 

bow before God in contribution for 
our sins, in suppliance for wisdom .. ., 
and in gratitude for the manifold bless- 
ings he has bestowed upon us and upon 
our fellowmen.” (See also cover.) 


The Faith Monument at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, makes such a proclama- 
tion in stone. The heroic figure, Faith, 


holds the Bible in her left hand and 
points her right hand Godward. In that 
posture, facing the wide waters of the 
Atlantic, she seems to say imperiously: 
“In obedience to this Word of Truth, 
thrust your thanksgiving upward to 
God!” 

In the Thanksgiving season of this 
bountiful Year of Grace why not intro- 
duce a new symbol for the day, a symbol 
that keeps the central meaning in the 
feast: Albrecht Durer’s “Praying 
Hands.” They call out: “Let ‘men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands’ in 
praise and thanksgiving to our Heavenly 
Father for his never-failing goodness and 
mercy.” 


Surely the day gives us its finest bless- 
ing when we echo the prayer of Christ: 
“Father I thank Thee.” 


GOD AND HIS CREATURES 


A Thanksgiving Meditation on Psalm 104. 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OD, who dwells in light, who covers 

himself with light as with a gar- 
ment, whom no eye of flesh can see, yet 
makes himself known in his works. His 
power, his wisdom, and his loving con- 
cern are all to be seen in the things he has 
created, the world we live in. Not in the 
starry heavens but on this good green 
earth does this poet see the fingermarks 
of God. 

Nature—not as it might have been in 
some far-off Paradise where a lion might 
eat grass like the lamb, where no tempest 
might blow, a world of rivers but no sea 
—but nature as it is around us, nature 
with her fire and storms, with creatures as 
fantastic and useless as wild asses, conies 
and storks, nature with its cycles of birth 
and death, nature as it actually is, with 
all its uncounted creatures, shows forth 
the honor and the majesty, the goodness 
and the joy of the great God. 

Here is no shadow of a curse, here is 
the light of blessing; in every sunrise and 
sunset, every bird’s nest and lion’s den; 
yes, in the depths of the dark and dreaded 
sea, the God of Light is present and at 
work, producing, sustaining, guiding, 
blessing the creatures which in his wis- 
dom he has made. 

Creation itself witnesses to God; this 
the poet knows. But the God here cele- 
brated in song is not a god who made a 
world and left it, much less a god who 
made a world and cursed it. This God 
carries on in his world, indeed carries his 
world on. 

The shoreline is the bound God has set 
for the sea; the rivers flow from the 
springs God has sent forth; the moun- 
tains rose at God’s command; the birds 
make their music in God’s trees; even 
darkness, which for so many poets and 
prophets betokens the absence of God, 
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in this song is of God’s own making for 
the benefit of his creatures. 


OD’S sign is seen not in one single 
t. act of creation, but in the evolution, 
under his hand, of what has been created. 
The mountains rise, the valleys sink down 
at the voice of God. The very face of the 
earth, looking so durable to our briefly- 
opened eyes, is seen to move slowly to- 
ward the forms we see. We of a later 
century who know that mountains are 
still rising, valleys still sinking down, 
can see God’s creating hand now, if we 
look with wakened eyes. 

God’s mark is seen both in permanence 
and in change. That the earth will pass 
away is certain; but for the time of man’s 
stay upon it, the earth’s foundations will 
endure. If in an age of science we know 
more than our forefathers did about the 
earth’s foundations—if we perceive that 
the earth is founded upon the laws of 
mass and energy, the force of gravitation, 
the binding force that drives electrons 
in their paths and holds quanta in their 
orbits, we can still say with the poet that 
these are the foundations which God has 
ordained. In them there is neither sight 
nor knowledge nor concern; but the very 
foundations of the earth are eloquent of 
the vision and wisdom and concern of the 
Creator of light. 


O UPON the firm lines of unchang- 

ing law, rises and moves all the drama 
of living things. Birth, growth, labor, 
bread and wine, the toil of men and the 
cladness of their hearts; lion, whale and 
singing bird, beasts great and small, liv- 
ing and dying; the sleep of night, the 
renewal of the ground in every dawn and 
in every springtime; not only the earth’s 
immovable foundations but the endless 


changing variety of its myriad forms of 
life—all this calls for songs of praise. 

God is in the terrible things and in 
the gentle: in the springs among the hills, 
in the all-surrounding sea; in the bright- 
ness of the day and in the dark of moon- 
less nights; in the food-bearing farmland 
and the rocks beyond the timberline, in 
the singing of the birds and the roaring 
of the storm, the rain on the green moun- 
tains and the smoke on the volcano’s black 
cone. For even those things sinister and 
dire, which to souls less bold and joyous 
speak only of God’s wrath, are here seen 
to bear the sign of the all-creating, all- 
caring God. The darkness of night, fire 
in the sky, the hurricane, are God’s do- 
ing. He feeds the birds and cattle; but 
lions also seek their food from God. The 
ocean, which for the poet’s countrymen in 
those days ringed the known world with 
terror—the ocean, symbol of chaos and 
death, for this poet is the highway God 
has made for man’s traveling, home for 
creatures innumerable. 

Even the smoking mountain, whether 
the icy peak with its windblown plume 
of snow, or the dark volcano crowned with 
fire by night and smoke by day, the smok- 
ing mountain which to so many spoke and 
speaks only of terror and death, is bright 
with the touch of God. Where another 
man might wail, “‘He toucheth the moun- 
tains and they smoke; I will hide my face 
from the anger of the Almighty,” this 
poet’s word is, “He toucheth the moun- 
tains and they smoke. I will sing unto 
the Lord as long as I live.” 

And in all this splendor and beauty 
God ha: set man. Man at work, using 
God’s world generously, drawing food 
from the earth, man rejoicing and thank- 
ful for life among God and his creatures, 
belongs here. But man ungratefully de- 
stroying God’s creation, man the wicked, 
by stupidity, greed and ill-will, has lost 
his place. He alone is the stripe of ugli- 
ness across the face of the world. 

Others may say, and it is true, that sin 
unfits us for heaven, but this poet ends 
with a sharper truth: to be an enemy of 
God is to be unfit for God’s world here 
and now. 


Plan Fails for 
Unsegregated Cemetery 

CHAPEL Hitt, N. C. (RNs)—The 
board of aldermen here rejected a rec- 
ommendiation by its citizen’s cemetery 
committee that a part of the town’s new 
cemetery be set aside for burials on a 
non-segregated basis, as requested by local 
ministers and church groups (THE OvT- 
LOOK, Nov. 1). 

The vote was three to two, with one 
member abstaining. 

The cemetery committee has urged that 
“a ssection of the improved land be set 
aside for non-segregation.” But the com- 
mittee added, “‘it is our opinion that there 
will be very little use made of this space, 
if any.” 
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EDITORIAL 


New Life for Retired Professors 

Now in its second year, the Visiting 
Professors Program of the John Hay 
Whitney Foundation deserves all praise. 

This program makes available to small 
independent liberals arts colleges the serv- 
ices of outstanding teachers who have 
reached the age of retirement. Twelve 
teachers were provided the first year and 
six others were available for the second 
year. 





Such an opportunity offers exciting 
possibilities—for the professors and for 
the colleges. Think of being able to 
draw upon the rich experiences and re- 
sources of distinguished men like these. 
Think of the new life and opportunities 
opening to professors. 

The results of the program, so far, have 
been what you might have expected. They 
have surpassed the available financial 
resources. So many top-notch teachers 
are available that a Registry of Retired 
Professors has been established, with in- 
formation available to colleges and uni- 
versities without cost. 

Even though possibilities of working 
through one agency may be restricted, the 
idea can be enlarged upon and many in- 
stitutions can secure professors who have 
retired elsewhere upon pensions and, with 
modest additional payments, provide 
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them for a year or several years for their 
students. This will bring rich rewards 
to students, to the college and to the pro- 
fessors. 


Doctors and Faith 


Did you blink your eyes when you 
read what the president-elect of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association said in St. 
Louis the other day? If you saw the 
statement in the daily press, you doubt- 
less did. If you missed it, here it is, from 
Dr. Elmer Hess, an Erie, Pa., specialist 
in urology: 

“A physician who walks into a sick 
room is not alone. He can only minister 
to the ailing person with the material 
tools of scientific medicine—his faith in 
a higher power does the rest. 


“Show me the doctor who denies the 
existence of the Supreme Being and I will 
say that he has no right to practice the 
healing art.... 


“Our medical schools are doing a mag- 
nificent job of teaching the fundamentals 
of scientific medicine. However, I’m afraid 
that the concentration of basic science 
is so great that the teaching of spiritual 
values is almost neglected.” 

Dr. Hess, whose remarks were prepared 
for the annual meeting of the Southern 
Medical Association, had other interest- 
ing words: 

“Any man who enters the medical pro- 
fession with financial gain as his sole 
objective is a discredit to his colleagues. 
The marketplace is where you go to make 
money, not the sick room. Doctors take 
eare of sick folks—period.... 


“Special attention must be given to the 
problems of those who are unable to pay 
for their own medical care, or buy insur- 
ance to protect themselves against such 
costs. We are urging state and county 
medical societies to make this a major 
project.” 


Studying Evanston 


All around the world individual Chris- 
tians and churches are getting plans made 
to “study Evanston’—the important 
findings and addresses of the second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches. 

This, it is recognized, is one of the 
primary functions and opportunities of 
the World Council’s assemblies—to set in 
motion serious and important studies 
throughout the universal church. Evan- 
ston contributed well to this end. 

First available documents are hereby 
called to your attention: 

svanston Speaks—a 72-page booklet 
containing the Message and the reports of 
the six sections on the sub-themes, dealing 
with fundamentally important challenges 
to every Christian—evangelism, disuni- 
ty, race, the world community, vocation, 
economics. For each study a list of 
thought-provoking questions has been ar- 
ranged to get discussions underway. 50¢ 
per copy; less in quantities. 

Evanston Scrapbook. By James W. 
Kennedy. 124 pages, paper; 50¢, or 35¢ 


in quantities. This is a running comment 
on the whole Assembly, with background 
information, some of the discussions, 
quotations from speeches, suggestions as 
to what you can do about Evanston’s mes- 
sage. 

The Christian Century (Sept. 22) of- 
fered a special Evanston issue that is of 
great value. As long as the supply lasts 
these are available at five copies for $1. 
At 407 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. 


Then, there are the tape recordings of 
any part of the Assembly available on 
loan free of charge from the Union Sem- 
inary Reigner Recorded Library, 3401 
Brook Road, Richmond 27, Va. 


Standing Up Is Risky 


The most challenging headline we have 
seen in a long time appears on the first 
page of a recent issue of The British 
Weekly: 

LIE DOWN 
O MEN OF GOD, 
FOR STANDING UP 
IS RISKY 


Many possible applications, to be sure. 
Each of us can make his own. 


In case you are curious to know how 
the BW editor, Shaun Herron applied it, 
see these quotations: 

“One of the things that has encouraged 
the blustering and racially diseased Nazis 
who are pushing South Africa along the 
road to self-destruction has been the ab- 
sence of real pressure and opposition from 
outside. The temporizers have done what 
they always do: in face of a resolute to- 
talitarian they have fumbled while he 
fought. 

“The fumbling must come to an end. 
The churches in Britain and the Common- 
wealth must make Malanism (segregation 
policies of the Premier) an active issue 
throughout the Christian world outside 
the Union. They must do it whether the 
South African churches like it or want it 
or not. 

“The only question is: Have we today 
the men who do not shrink from prolong- 
ed, public and exacting warfare of this 
nature? We have them in the political 
parties and the unions. Do we have them 
in the present leadership of the churches 
and missionary societies?” 


Well, do we? 


The Mississippi Vote 


While we will doubtless have further 
discussion of the Mississippi Synod’s 
resolution opposing the Assembly’s seg- 
regation action (page 3), it may be well to 
call attention to one or two important 
points at this time. 

While the majority report offered no 
clearcut alternative but was rather in 
the language of compromise, it is signi- 
ficant and important that the final vote to 
adopt the Gillespie paper upholding seg- 
regation was opposed by 39 votes while 
only 62 upheld it. 

That small margin on such an issue 
in Mississippi is impressive. 











CAUTION: IF YOU KNOW 
ANYBODY LIKE CORPUS- 
CLE JONES, PLENTY OF 
OTHERS DO TOO! 


CORPUSCLE JONES IS A 
TRIFLE ANEMIC... 

TOO MANY WHITE BLOOD 
Coeee... 

... NOT ENOUGH STRONG 
RED ONES... 

SPIRITUALLY . 
Sees 


.. THAT 


OF AN EVENING HE 
SPENDS AN HOUR WITH 
THE NEWSPAPER .. . 

REST OF THE TIME WITH 
TV... + © BE STAYS 
AWAKE... 


CORPUSCLE IS A CHURCH- 
MAN . . . SELF-CONFI- 
DENT, WELL-MEANING, 
A GOOD FELLOW ... 

HE THINKS HE KNOWS 
PLENTY ... 

WHEN HE WAS A BOY A 
MINISTER STAYED ALL 
NIGHT WITH HIS FAM- 
ILY... 


42, 
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Corpuscle—if he stays awake. 


THIS IS THE SR\ 
CORPUSCLE WI 


FIVE YEARS AGO HE 
SHOOK HANDS WITH A 
MISSIONARY; LISTENED 
TO MOST OF HISTALK... 

HE ONCE HEARD AN ExX- 
ECUTIVE SECRETARY 
SPEAK ... 

GOT A LETTER FROM AN 
ATLANTA HEADQUAR- 
Lo 

HE THINKS HE IS A 

PRETTY WELL-INFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN . . . YOU 
BET YOUR BOOTS... 


BELIEFS? 

NOT VERY IMPORTANT, 
HE SAYS... 

ANYWAY, HE’S A _ PRES- 
BYTERIAN AND A PRES- 
BYTERIAN IS SOMEBODY 
WHO BELIEVES WHAT IS 
TO BE WILL BE... 

CORPUSCLE NEVER 
THOUGHT TO SEE WHY 
THIS IS NOT REALLY A 
PRESBYTERIAN DOC- 
TRINE... 

(OBVIOUSLY, HE HASN‘T 
READ DR. FOREMAN’S 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
BOOK: GOD’S WILL AND 
OURS —ON THIS SUB- 
Pm phe 


CORPUSCLE NEVER WOR- 
RIES ABOUT WHAT HE 
DOESN’T KNOW ... 

ANYTHING IMPORTANT, 
HE SAYS, HIS PREACHER 
WILL TELL HIM... 


*Only 75¢, Outlook Publishers. 


SINCE HE DOESN'T KNOWHETH! 
THE WHYS AND WHER} |S SU 


FORES, YOU CAN BE SUR 
HE DOESN’T READ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OU! 
LOOK 


MAYBE HE NEVER HEAR} 
rit... 
MAYBE THE MEN’S Q 
WOMEN’S GROUPS | 
HIS CHURCH DIDN 
WORK HARD ENOUG 
TO GET NEW SUBSCRIF 
TIONS DURING CHURC 
PAPER WEEK IN DECEN 
Sen... 


a 
. IT IS NO WONDE 
THAT CORPUSCLE IS 5 
TRIFLE ANEMIC. . . SPIR 
ITUALLY AND MENTA 
S foe 
HE DOESN’T KNOW I 
BUT HE REALLY HAS LIT 
TLE IDEA ABOUT Hi 
CHURCH’S BUSINES! 
AND THE IMPORTAN' 
ISSUES IT FACES... 


BUT 
CORPUSCLE PICKS 1 
SOME STRANGE IDEAS.. : 





Some groups didn’t work hard 
enough in Church Paper Week. 
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SENT THE CONGREGA- 
TION OR THE SESSION 
WHEN HE VOTES AT 
PRESBYTERY ... 

(lF HE DOESN’T, KICK 
HHIM OUT OR PUT HIM 
IN CHAINS, CORPUSCLE 
SAYS. AFTER ALL, WE 
HIRED HIM AND WE PAY 


ORPUSCLE DOESN’T UN- 
DERSTAND THAT THE 
) PREACHER BELONGS TO 
PRESBYTERY . .. 


our SALARY.) 


ocr 


What did the people of great 
influence think? 


ORPUSCLE APPEARS TO 
THINK THAT... 

AMOS AND THE OTHER 
PROPHETS TOOK A GAL- 
LUP POLL TO SEE HOW 
PEOPLE FELT BEFORE 
THEY GOT UP TO PREACH 
ASERMON .. . OR THEY 
WENT AROUND TO SEE 
HOW THE PEOPLE OF 
GREAT INFLUENCE 
WOULD REACT TO 
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WHAT THEY WANTED 
FORAY... 


CORPUSCLE’S BLOOD- 
COUNT ISLOW... 
WORST OF ALL, HE 
DOESN’‘T KNOW IT... 
HE’S A GOOD PROSPECT 
FOR A DANGEROUS IN- 
FECTION ... 
PEDDLERS OF POISONOUS 
PROPAGANDA CAN 
FOUL HIM UP... 
HE WILL BELIEVE ALMOST 
ANYTHING . . . BECAUSE 
HE HAS NO REAL UNDER- 
STANDING . . . 
PREJUDICE AND RUMOR 
WILL GET HIM... 
HIS BLOOD-COUNT IS 
LOW... 
CORPUSCLE DOESN'T 
EVEN KNOW... 
I—WHO THE * MODERA- 
TOR i... 

2—HOW TO SPELL SY- 
NOD...OR WHAT ONE 
IS, EXACTLY ... 

3—NEVER TO CALL A 
PREACHER “REVER- 
END SMITHSON” OR 
EVEN “THE REVEREND 


SMITHSON . . .“’* 
4—THAT WE HAVE 84 


PRESBYTERIES, 16 SY- 
NODS... 

5—WHY THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY VOTED FOR 
PRESBYTERIAN REUN- 
ION, OR 

6—WHY IT SAYS SEGRE- 
GATION IS OPPOSED 
TO THE BIBLE... 


*See OUTLOOK Pamphlet . . .’’Don’t 
Say Reverend Smithson’’ 





CORPUSCLE IS A TRIFLE 
ANEMIC... 

DOCTORS SAY HE NEEDS 
SOME INJECTIONS... 

THEY TELL HIM THAT: 

(1) BESIDES HIS PERSON- 
AL AND FAMILY DE- 
VOTIONS... 

(2) HE NEEDS TO TAKE 
OFF 10 MINUTES A 
DAY TO READ A GOOD 
CHURCH PAPER LIKE 
THE OUTLOOK TO 
GET PRESBYTERIAN 
NEWS WHILE IT IS 
NEWS... 

BECAUSE THE OUTLOOK 
EXPLAINS THE WHYS 
FOR HIM AND HELPS 
HIM UNDERSTAND 
WHAT IS GOING ON. 


NEED WE POINT OUT, 
GENTLE READER, THAT 
ANYBODY CAN BE- 
COME ANEMIC WITH- 
OUT THE PROPER DIET? 


(Illustrations by D. P. McGeachy, III.) 


Oem 
Corpuscle’s doctor says... 


POSTER—FOR AN EXTRA 
COPY TO POST, OR ONE 
IN COLOR, WRITE 
PROMPTLY TO THE AD- 
DRESS GIVEN BELOW: 





1 N. 6th Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 








“Practical’’ Objections to Union 
Are Stressed Over “Theological” 


In the opposition to Presbyterian re- 
union a shift in strategy has been noted 
from theological to practical bases. 

A careful and well-documented study 
of the material published in opposition to 
union from 1942 to the present year forms 
the basis of these findings. 

For the past three years the proportion 
between theological and practical objec- 
tions has changed radically, so that the 
amount of space given to theological ob- 
jections in each of these years was 21.7%, 
17.2% and 28.7%. Meanwhile, “‘prac- 
tical” objections jumped to 66.7% 
63.6% and 60%. 

Along with the decline in emphasis on 
theological regularity has come also a rise 
in “tactical” appeals or objections. 


’ 


General Change 


According to the study of the eppo i- 
tion material, the theological objections 
do not deal with any one particular doc- 
trine or any group of doctrines. Instead, 
a more general charge, having to do with 
“doctrinal integrity” is looked upon as 
an adequate summary of the appeals and 
the usual charge of the opposition points 
to a supposed ‘doctrinal laxity” without 
being specific. 

Since 1951, when the “practical” ap- 
peal gained the top emphasis, union op 
position has expressed itself in full-page 
advertisements and the like, dealing with 
the government and the effectiveness of 
the church in its present form. Charges 
like “emphasis on organization,” “cen- 
tralization,” “majority rule’ and others 
suggest the line usually followed in these 
appeals. 

As to effectiveness, the approach has 
been to emphasize the present efficiency of 
the U. S. church, to point to a supposed 
lesser efficiency in the USA church and 
to predict still more inefficiency in the 
event of union. Various charts and graphs 
have been used to attempt to make this 
“practical” point so that for three years 
this category of material has had the 
major play. 

“Tactical” appeals made by union op- 
ponents deal with the work of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Union, the work 


of the pro-union forces and the General 
Assembly, with charges being made that 
the proponents of union are responsible 
for introducing a divisive issue into the 
church’s life. 

Under the same heading, anti-union 
writers and speakers mass their declara- 
tions about church property and the role 
of elders and laymen in the chuch. 

Under “tactical” arguments, strong ap- 
peals are made to elders to assert their 
opposition to the whole question of union. 


Ten Arguments 


In summary, these appear to be the ten 
arguments most often advanced by the 
opponents of union: 

1. The claim that doctrine is primary 
to any union and the suggestion that those 
who favor union are not concerned about 
it. 

2. The “supernatural nature” of Christ 
and the efforts to use the Auburn Affirma- 
tion to prove that some churchmen do not 
believe in it. 

3. The authority of Scripture, especial- 
ly in making law for the church. 

4. The claim that, the USA Church is 
“lax” in “interpretation and administra- 
tion” of its doctrinal standards. 

5. The claim that bases of church pol- 
ity are shifted from a theological to a 
pragmatic basis in emphasis on “organi- 
zation” in the USA church and in the 
Plan of Union. 

6. The charge of centralized authority 
in the church—minister as against the 
ruling elder; General Council vs. the 
whole church court. 

7. The present effectiveness of the U. S. 
church—done by projective opinions from 
certain figures and by a suggested analogy 
of the church to business. 

8. A charge of improper pressures or 
activities by ministers, seminary profes- 
sors, the Assembly’s Committee on Coop- 
eration and Union, and by agency per- 
sonnel. 

9. Economic-political viewpoints cred- 
ited to USA leaders. 

10. Racial segregation, taking advan- 
tage of the apprehension of many lay- 
men on this issue. 
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EGR, Congregationalists 
Move Toward Their Merger 


CLEVELAND (RNS)—A plan to merge 
the Congregational Christian Churches 
and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church by 1957 was approved here by 
the executive bodies of both denomina- 
tions. Merger of the two groups will 
create a 2,000,000-member United 
Church of Christ. 

The denominational leaders who met 
jointly here were the executive committee 
of the Congregational Christian Churches’ 
General Council and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church’s General Council. 

They reaffirmed the Basis of Union 
with Interpretations, which was adopted 
by the Congregational Christian Gen- 
eral Council in 1948 and the Evangelical 
and Reformed General Synod in 1947. 
It was then approved by votes of the re- 
gional synods of Evangelical and Reform- 
ed Church and of the local Congrega- 
tional Christian churches. 

A legal barrier to merger was removed 
last March when the New York State 
Court of Appeals threw out a case brought 
by a group of Congregationalists who held 
the General Council (i.e., General As- 
sembly) had no power to effect a merger. 

The joint meeting here authorized the 
appointment of a committee of lawyers 
to counsel the executive bodies of both 
churches on concrete merger plans. 

Authorization also was voted for a 
program of education about the United 
Church to be carried on in local churches 
of the two denominations and for joint 
stewardship and evangelism programs. 

Local churches and denominational 
boards and agencies of the two groups 
were urged to exchange fraternal dele- 
gates to foster fellowship and understand- 
ing. 


Ferré Bids Church 
Help the World 


Rockrort, ILL. (RNs)—A prominent 
theologian said here that the church can 
never be satisfied with its spiritual task 
alone, but must “help the world all it 
can.” 

Nels F. S. Ferré, theology professor at 
Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn., 
delivered the keynote address to the an- 
nual midwest regional meeting here of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. 

Dr. Ferré said there are three principal 
ways in which the church can manifest 
its responsibility for the world. 

First, he said, the church should serve 
the world by enlightening it. 

“All pressing social issues ought to be 
examined by qualified representatives of 
the Church in the light of Christian pre- 
suppositions and perspectives,” he said. 
“Thorough, objective information ought 
to be gathered and concrete decisions 
made in the light of Christian contexts 
and such information.” 
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Second, Dr. Ferré said, the church 
exists to preserve, defend and to perpet- 
uate all that is actually good in society. 

And third, the theologian said, “the 
church is also leaven. It should change 
the actual lump which contains it.” 

“Most of such change should be by 
spiritual means—by conversion, if you 
will,” he said. 

“Civic government, international rela- 
tions, the proper use of property, the 
treatment of the races—all such matters 
concern us at the heart of the gospel,” 
he added. 


Must Choose 


Dr. Ferré warned that in these ‘‘cru- 
cial” days ‘‘we have to choose between a 
whole new level of understanding and 
practicing the Christian gospel, on the 
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one hand, and retrogression and catas- 
trophe, on the other.” 

Albert Buckner Coe, Moderator of the 
General Council of Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches, also stressed the need for 
the church to be concerned about the 
world. 

He singled out “certain great areas of 
need crying for attention.” Among these 
he mentioned specifically the race issue, 
the working man, colleges and univer- 
sities, and family life. 

On the race issue he said: 

“The Supreme Court can honor this 
great land of ours by ruling out segre- 
gation. But many of our churches refuse 
to receive people of color into their mem- 
bership. We are far behind the secular 
world.” 


The Ministry Is for the Brave 


By JAMES E. CLARKE 


When Margot Asquith was out walking 
one morning, she saw some tramps look- 
ing in one direction and then in another. 
She asked them where they were going, 
and the reply she received was, ‘‘We don’t 
know yet, madam. We are trying to 
locate the wind. We always travel with 
the wind.” 

You are the liegemen of Christ, and 
because of that you will often need to go 
against the wind of popular action and 
thought, which is the first reason why 
the ministry is for the brave... . 

The ministry is for the brave because 
the central ethic of the gospel you are 
going out to preach is sacrificial love. ... 

What will be the supreme test of your 
love? This! Will you love them enough 
to tell them the truth? Only the truth 
can set them free. Will you be a minister 
who is “both compassionate and faithful 
in the things of the Lord”? Will you 
give them the truth whether they bear 
or forbear? You remember Oliver Gold- 
smith’s tribute to the village parson 


“Unpracticed he to fawn or seek for 
power.” 


Dr. Denney, whose mind had a razor 
edge and whose tongue could be equally 
sharp on occasion, said to a class, “Gen- 
tlemen, be shepherds over the flock, but 
never its pet lamb.” 

You will discover that in some members 
of your congregation the fibre has gone 
soft, that they have been captured by the 
secular mind, and that in truth they are 
little more than winsome, pleasant, shal- 





DR. CLARKE is pastor of the Second church, 
St. Louis, Mo. This excerpt is from an 
address to the students at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and is taken from the 
Bulletin. 
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low-souled pagans. They desire an easy 
gospel, will expect you to smooth down 
their feathers with soft strokes, and 
preach a gospel which will leave them 
comfortable in mind, warm in ego, and 
unchallenged in soul. 


If you love them truly you cannot 
dilute, truncate, or compromise your mes- 
sage. “Strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way that leadeth unto life.” In 
you there must be that tender, unswerv- 
ing courage which will enable you to say, 
“This is the way, O people of my heart, 
walk ye in it.” In you there must be 
such candid courage that you will arouse 
their consciences so that they will smart- 
ingly feel.... 

I hope I am striking no artificial note 
when I ask you to bear in mind that you 
are the religious descendants of John 
Knox, whose blood was liquid iron, and 
who beat down the haughty Queen Mary 
with the words, “I am one who has no 
option but to speak the things God has 
given me to speak, and to fear no flesh 
on the face of the earth.” 


I trust you will always be great by the 
gentleness of Christ, but I trust you will 
ever remember that the words of a true 
minister do not come bubbling up through 
honey. You are not going forth to be 
ecclesiastical butlers, serving at the tables 
of expediency, or curriers of the favor of 
men. You are the called of God, “fired 
on the world with a velocity not your 
own.” Gentlemen, the tides do not 
truckle, nor the stars apologize for shin- 
ing in the sky. Your people need and 
must be given by you this fearless love if 
they are to be redeemed. ... 

The ministry is for the brave, because 
the giver of the gospel is Christ, who 
said, “Follow thou me.” 


’ 
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B. By teams of visitors in the 
homes; or 


C. By Circles, with a Circle 
Subscription Chairman appointed 
to reach every member. 


C-O-M-I-N-G 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK’S ANNUAL 


AWARD OF MERIT 


—recognizing churches which se- 
cured notable groups of OUT- 
LOOK subscriptions during the 
last Church Paper Campaign. 
Watch for the full-page listing 
in 
1. THE OUTLOOK—-soon. 
(Post on your church bulle- 
tin board; put an item about 
it in your Sunday bulletin.) 


2. The Survey, full-page in the 
December issue. 
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ON FAITH AND ORDER 


NOTE—Two of the reports from the Evanston meeting of the World 
Council of Churches have appeared here in their entirety: The Laity (Sept. 


20, 27), Evangelism (Oct. 11, 18). 


In coming weeks we expect to carry 


brief summaries of the other reports from the subsections.—Editors. 


HE REPORT is divided into three 
7 parts, the first dealing with the one- 
ness of the church as grounded in the 
whole work of Christ, the second dealing 
with the disunity of the churches, the 
third dealing with the action of faith. 


1. Our Oneness in Christ 

The New Testament conceives of the 
unity of the church, not as sociological, 
but as having its essential reality in 
Christ himself and in his indissoluble 
unity with his people. . . . The New Tes- 
tament speaks in many ways of the re- 
lationship of Christ and his people to 
describe their unity in him. . . . The 
New Testament thinks of the one life of 
the church as deriving from the whole 
Person and work of Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord... . From the beginning 
the church has been given an indissoluble 
unity in Christ, by reason of his self- 
identification with his people. . . . Christ 
of his love and grace has given his church 
such gifts as it needs for its growth from 
unity to unity . . . the Scriptures, the 
preaching of the Word, Baptism and 
Eucharist, . . . prayer, faith, hope and 
love. .. . The fellowship of the church is 
not simply a Human fellowship but fel- 


BY LAMP LiGHl 
OR DAYLIGHT... 


Bank by mail and have more 





time for business and pleasure. 


Enjoy twenty-four hour con- 
venience. It’s easy, it’s quick. 


Early or late . . . bank by mail 


—pay bills by check. 


STATE-PLANTERS 
Bank and Trust Company 


Richmond, Va. 
Established 1865 


Six convenient offices in Rich- 
mond and Hopewell, Virginia. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 











lowship with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. 
. .. The unity given to the church is not 
for the sake of the church as a historical 
society but for the sake of the world... . 
Jesus Christ has given to his church not 
only himself but also means of corporate 
life; Scriptures, Baptism, Eucharist, 
Ministry of the Word. 


ll. Our Disunity as Churches 
There is diversity which is not sinful 
but good because it reflects both the di- 
versities of gifts of the Spirit in the one 
Body and diversities of creation by the 
one Creator. But when diversity disrupts 
the manifest unity of the Body, then it 
changes its quality and becomes sinful 
division. ... (Do we) not sin when we 
deny the sole lordship of Christ over the 
church by claiming the vineyard for our 
own, by possessing our ‘church’ for our- 
selves, by regarding our theology, order, 
history, nationality etc., as our own 


valued treasures”. . .? 


lll. The Action of Faith 

Together we suggest the following ways 
in which we are both united and divided 
as we seek to be obedient: 

(1) We must try to understand the 
theological implications of this ecumeni- 
cal fact (the World Council of Churches) 
and to implement it in the concrete rela- 
tions of neighbor churches. 

(2) We must all listen together in the 
midst of our disunity to our one Lord 


speaking to us through Holy Scripture. 


(3) We must consider frankly the in- 
fluence of social and cultural differences 
upon the matters of faith and order which 
cause divisions. 

(4) We must -peak the truth in love 
with one another and practice that love 
towards those with whom we disagree. 

(5) We must learn afresh the impli- 
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cations of the one Baptism for our sharing 
in the one Eucharist. 

(6) We must acknowledge beyond the 
bounds of our own church each ministry 
that preaches the gospel of reconciliation 
as a means whereby Christ performs his 
saving deeds. 

(7) We must bear witness together to 
the gospel of him who has already over- 
come our sins and divisions and who 
graciously uses sinners in his service. 

(8) The measure of our concern for 
unity is the degree to which we pray for 
it. 

At Amsterdam we said that we intend 
to stay together. He (Christ) has kept 
us together. He has shown himself again 
as our hope. Emboldened by this Hope, 
we dedicate ourselves to God anew, that 
he may enable us to grow together. (EPS) 


British Leader Is 
Named to W. C. Post 


LONDON (RNS)—Leslie E. Cooke, sec- 
retary of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales, has been named an 
associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, it was announced 
here. 

He will have special responsibiilty for 
the Council’s department of interchurch 
aid and refugee service. 


Tens Months Receipts 
Reported by Agencies 


With only two months left in the cur- 
rent church year, Assembly agencies re- 
port benevolences received at 34% to 
62% of the 12-months budget. These 
boards and agencies generally find that 
a large proportion of the gifts of the 
church come in toward the end of the year 
since many treasurers appear to hold 
them in the hometown bank account until 
that time without realizing that this forces 
agencies to borrow money to pay bills and 
salaries. 

These were the reports of receipts as of 
Oct. 31: 

Annuities and Relief (Atlanta), $149,- 
249; 34% of the budget. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $229,- 
959; 46%. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $468,227; 
38%. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $280,408; 39%; 
Interchurch Agencies, $10,314; 46%. 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,768,864; 


62%. 
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A CRY OUT OF THE DEPTHS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for December 5, 1954 
Psalms 86; 130. Print 130:1-6; 86:3-5,11-13 


“Out of the Depths” 


The 130th Psalm pictures a man who 
finds himself beyond his depth; his 
strength is failing, and the waters are 
about to close above his head. It is, of 
course, a figure of speech—one that is 
familiar to us all. It describes what has 
been our plight, probably, on more than 
one occasion, and what will be our ex- 
perience again and again. We know men 
who are in the depths at the present time. 
The figure applies (1) to affliction of 
various sorts—the loss of one’s job, the 
loss of one’s income, the loss of one’s 
health, the loss of loved ones; (2) to men- 
tal despondency, low spirits, melancholy, 
disappointment or despair due to fear, 
failure, loneliness, or a sense of inade- 
quacy; (3) to the suffering caused by sin 
and the consciousness of guilt. 

The Psalmist’s low spirits, it would 
seem, were due to the latter. It was sin 
which had swept him beyond his depths. 
And his predicament was aggravated be- 
cause he recognized that it was his own 
fault. 

Sin can get us into all kinds of tangles. 
It may affect our health, it may de:troy 
the harmony or the happiness of our 
homes, it may wreck our careers; it may 
prey incessantly on our minds. A man 
walked into the New York City police 
headquarters recently to give himself up 
because he couldn’t live any longer with 
a tortured conscience. Eleven years pre- 
viously he had beaten a man to death. 
His conscience since that time almost 
drove him mad. “I started to run,” he 
said. ‘‘I went everywhere, and I tried 
to hide. But I couldn’t forget. I kept 
drinking, and drinking didn’t help. And 
no matter what I did I couldn’t sleep.” 
He explained how he went from one odd 
job to another. “I decided to give myself 
up,” he concluded, “and make a clean 
breast of the whole affair.” 

That was an extreme case to be sure. 
Many men today seem to have little or no 
consciousness of sin. But many others 
have a gnawing sense of guilt which 
destroys their peace of mind. And others 
will come to realize that their failure to 
achieve what they might, or the needless 
suffering borne by others, maybe their 
own loved ones, was caused by their own 
failure or sin. And the burden someday 
may become well-nigh unbearable. Some 
refuse to face the fact of their wrong do- 
ing. They banish the thought from their 
minds. They drive it down into the un- 
conscious, whence, the psychiatrist~ tell 
us, it returns to plague us in ways we do 
not recognize. There are some people 
who will never be well physically until 
they have faced the fact of their sin, and 
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find relief for the burden which it en- 
tails. 

What are we to do when for one reason 
or another we find ourselves in the 
depths ? 


“I Cry Unto Thee” 


“Out of the depths,” the Psalmist 
wrote, “I cry unto thee.” The tense of 
the verb suggests that he has cried, and 
that he will continue to do so. He is 
calling out to one who at the time seems 
far away, whose ears seems inattentive 
to his plea. “Lord, hear my voice,” he 
pleads, “Let thy ears be attentive to the 
voice of my supplications.” 

We have all had similar experiences. 
We pray and there is no response; God 
does not seem to be attentive to our cry. 
Yet we know that God is always near; 
that his ear is always open to the cry 
of his children. The fault then is with 
us, not with God. We have allowed our- 
selves to drift away from him, so that we 
are no longer able to find him. Or some- 
thing has come between us and God. In 
the case of the Psalmist it was apparently 
sin which had separated him from God. 

In verse 3 he comes to grips with his 
difficulty, as indeed he must if he is to 
find the help he seeks. He does not try 
to excuse himself for his sin; he does not 
plead extenuating circumstances. He falls 
back rather upon God’s mercy, upon his 
readiness to forgive: “If thou, O Lord, 
shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand? But there is forgiveness with 
thee, that thou mayest be feared.” 

“Tf thou shouldst mark iniquities. . . .” 
The Psalmist means, “If thou shouldst 
call me to account for all the evil that I 
have done.”” The Lord does indeed mark, 
for nothing can escape his eyes. The 
meaning must be that if God marked in- 
iquities with an indelible pencil that his 
forgiveness would not erase, who could 
stand. “If he should try to see all that he 
could see, if he should suffer nothing to 
escape his observation, if he should deal 
with us exactly as we are; if he should 
overlook nothing, forgive nothing”—who 
could stand, i.e., who could stand before 
him, who could hope to be acquitted? 
Everyone of us must feel the same way. 
If God should mark iniquity and refuse 
to erase that mark, if he should judge us 
exactly as we are—we would have no 
hope. 

“But there is forgiveness with thee.” 
This, it has been pointed out, is the ever- 
recurring answer of both the Old and 
the New Testaments. ‘“‘The Bible does not 
attempt to convict man of sin without 
offering at once the warm, quickening 
word of redemption. The Psalmist, in 


the same breath in which he acknowl- 
edged his sin, added, ‘but there is for- 
giveness with thee.’ This is the all-im- 
portant biblical fact about the nature of 
God, his will and passion to forgive. 
Without this, man would indeed be in 
bad shape. Herein lies his great hope. 
This kind of God we can trust (20th 
Century Quarterly). But there is a con- 
dition attached. As the Psalmist learned 
in his own experience, and as John tells 
us explicitly, “Jf we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just, and will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in 
ws.” (2 Jn. 129) 

There is another truth of great impor- 
tance which the Psalmist had come to un- 
derstand, “There is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared.” God does 
not forgive us that we may sin again, or 
that we may escape the consequences of 
our sin, or that we may go our way as 
though we no longer had any need for 
him. He forgives that henceforth he may 
be feared. Not that we may be afraid of 
God, but that we may reverence him. As 
Albert Barnes wrote many years ago: 

“The idea is, not that pardon produces 
fear or terror—for the very reverse is 
true, but that God by forgiving the sinner 
brings him to reverence him, to worship 
him, to serve him—that is, the sinner is 
truly reconciled to God and becomes a 
sincere worshipper. The offender is so 
pardoned that he is disposed to worship 
and honor God; for God has revealed him- 
self as one who forgives in order that the 
sinner may be encouraged to come to him 
and be his true worshipper.” 


“| Wait for the Lord’ 


But why does the Psalmist add the next 
clause: “I wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits”? Does it mean that the Psalmist 
waits for the divine forgivenes:, putting 
his hope in his word that he will forgive? 
So it is assumed by many, and so it may 
be. But if so it is only because the 
Psalmist does not yet understand the 
character of God, that one does not have 
to wait for God’s forgiveness, which is 
available at all times for those who come 
to him with true contrition. 

More likely the Psalmist is crying to 
God out of the depths into which his sin 
has thrust him. He has found the divine 
forgiveness; but he continues to suffer the 
consequences of his sin. So it often is 
with us. A man under the influence of 
intoxicating drink insisted on driving 
his car, though his wife pled with him 
not to do so; in the ensuing accident his 
child was killed. The man may seek and 
find the divine forgiveness, but he can- 
not bring life back to his child. 

Nonetheless God does promise not only 
to pardon but also to deliver us. That 
deliverance may take different forms. We 
may be delivered from the snare into 
which we have fallen through our sins; 
we may find new and larger opportunities 
of service; we may find strength to carry 
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the burden which will remain with us 
through life; we may find release from 
pain only in the life which lies beyond 
the grave. The Psalm closes with the 
Psalmist waiting, waiting, waiting for 
the Lord more eagerly than watchmen, 
fearing the darkness, wait for the dawn. 
But he waits hopefully, knowing that de- 
liverance will come as surely as the day 
follows the night. 

And he entreats Israel, his beloved 
nation, to cherish the same hope; never 
to despair no matter what evil it has 
brought upon itself. “O Israel,” he 
“hope in the Lord! For with the 
Lord there is steadfast love (love that 
never fails), and with him is plenteous 
redemption (enough and to spare), and 
he will redeem Israel from all his in- 
iquities’—giving it a new and larger 
opportunity to serve him. So it will be 
with any individual and with any people 
who will turn to God in penitence and 
faith. 


“Incline Thy Ear, O Lord” 

The 86th Psalm is written by a devout 
penitent in dire distress. In the opening 
phrases (vss. 1-7) he prays that God will 
incline his ear and answer him (vs. 1), 
that he will preserve his life (vs. 2), 
that he will save him (vs. 2), that he 
will be gracious to him (vs. 3) and that he 
will gladden his soul (vs. 4). Alexander 
MacLaren thinks that there is a logical 
sequence in these petitions. They begin 
with “Incline thy ear,” a prayer that God 
will hear his petition and answer him, 
thus preparing the way for the petitions 
which are to follow. Then comes the 
prayer that God will preserve his life, 
and then going beyond mere preserva- 
tion, that God will save or deliver him 
from the perils which surround him. But 
his desire goes beyond deliverance. He 
prays that God will be gracious to him 
(so the rsv; the Kjv reads, “be merciful 
unto me”’), that is, that God will be good 
to him beyond his deserts in ways that 
seem best to Him; and then finally, as 
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the crown of all his blessings, that “God 
will gladden the soul of thy servant.” 
To gladden his soul would be to give him 
an inner joy which no outer circumstances 
could every quench. 

One could hardly desire more than that. 
On what does this petitioner base his 
hopes? As we read these petitions over 
again we note that his confidence is based 
on four facts: (1) his need of divine 
aid; (2) his faith in God; (3) his earnest 
and continued supplication; (4) his of- 
fering of himself and (5) the mercy and 
goodness of God. 

First, his own dire need: ‘Incline 
thy ear, O Lord and answer me, for I am 
por and needy” (vs. 1). Perowne com- 
ments: 

“This is not the highest ground which 
can be taken in pressing for an answer to 
our prayer, but it is a ground which God 
suffers us to take, both because he declares 
himself to be the Helper of the needy and 
because it is the sense of need and misery 
which drives men to God.” 

As a matter of fact, God is not able 
to help us until we do feel our need. Al- 
coholics Anonymous, for example, will 
not seek to help an alcoholic until he 
realizes that he has come to the end of 
his rope, and is willing to throw himself 
entirely upon God. 

Second, his faith. 


‘Preserve my life, 
for I am godly; 


save thy servant who 
trusts in thee.” The word “holy” (Kjv) 
or “godly” (Rsv) does not bring out the 
exact force of the Hebrew original. It 
describes one who has committed him- 
self to God. “A child looks to a parent 
for protection because he is his child; 
a citizen looks to the protection of the 
laws because he is a citizen; and so the 
people of God may look to him for pro- 
tection because they are his people.” 
(Barnes). 

Third, his earnest and continued sup- 
plication. ‘Thou art my God; be gra- 
cious to me . . . for to thee do I cry all 
the day” (vs. 3). Jesus teaches us not 
to expect to be heard for our much speak- 
ing; at the same time he tells us that we 
must be persistent in our prayers (Lk. 
11:5-9). He doesn’t mean that we need, 
to beg God, but there are some things that 
God cannot give us until we have pre- 
pared our hearts to receive them by 
earnest and persistent prayer. 

Fourth, because his prayer involves the 
offering up of himself unto God: “Glad- 
den the soul of thy servant, for to thee, 
O Lord, do I lift up my soul.” Our 
prayers often fail of their objects because 
we do not give ourselves wholly unto God 
as we pray. 
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Fifth and finally, because of God’s 
own character as he has made it known 
to us: ‘For thou, O Lord, art good and 
forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to 
all who call on thee” (vs. 5). This was 
the real foundation of the Psalmist’s 
hopes, as it is also that of ours. 


“There Is None Like Thee” 


The Psalmist is confident that God 
will hear him because of his goodness, 
And this leads him to think of God’s 
power to help, and the end toward which 
this power is exerted: ‘There is none 
like thee among the gods, O Lord, nor 
are there any works like thine. All the 
nations thou hast made shall come and 
bow down before thee, O Lord, and shall 
glorify thy name; for thou art great 
and doest wondrous things, thou alone 
art God.” 

This, in turn, leads him to pray that 
God will show him his way, his purpose 
for his life, and give him strength to ful- 
fill the same: ‘Teach me thy way, O 
Lord, that I may walk in thy truth; unite 
my heart to fear thy name.” The last 
phrase is an unusual one, but also a very 
striking one. Unite my heart, i.e., “suffer 
it no longer to scatter itself upon a multi- 
plicity of objects, to be drawn hither and 
thither by a thousand different aims, but 
turn all its powers, all its affections in 
one direction, collect them in one focus, 
make them all one in thee” (Perowne). 

With this renewed dedication of life 
comes joy, abounding joy that fills the 
heart: “I give thanks to thee, O Lord, 
my God, with my whole heart, and I will 
glorify thy name forever.” 

The Psalmist’s surrendered will (vs. 

), the Psalmist’s deep and abiding joy 
(vs. 12) are both responses to God’s 
proved love to him: “For great is thy 
steadfast love toward me; thou hast de- 
livered my soul from Sheol” (i.e., from 
the grave, the realm of the dead). 

“Thou hast delivered my soul,’ the 
Psalmist cries, and yet the verses that 
follow (14-17) indicate that he is not yet 
delivered from his physical predicament. 
How then can he say, ‘“Thou hast deliv- 
ered”? Are verses 14-17 misplaced, as 
some scholars think? Or is the Psalmist 
simply confident of the final outcome? 
Or should we put the emphasis on the 
word “soul”: ‘Thou hast delivered my 
soul from Sheol.” We do not know 
whether or not the Psalmist was delivered 
from the hands of his enemies. We do 
know that God had delivered his soul— 
that he had found an inner peace, an 
inner joy which the world could not give, 
and which nothing that happened to him 
in this world could ever quite take away; 
and that he had delivered his soul from 
Sheol. The body would finally crumble 
and disintegrate, but the soul would live 
on—in the presence of God—through all 
eternity. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
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BOOK NOTES 


CHRISTIAN DEVIATIONS. By Horton 
Davies. Philosophical Library, New York. 
126 pp., $2.75. 

We have had in recent years a number 
of interesting books on the newer religious 
movements which have sprung up all 
about us. The best of these have been 
written with scholarly objectivity (These 
Also Believe, by C. C. Braden) or from 
the viewpoint of a sympathetic observer 
who wishes us see the movements only in 
their most favorable light (the various 
works of Marcus Bach). Mr. Davies, a 
lecturer in church history in Oxford Uni- 
versity, gives us a very brief account of 
ten of the modern religious movements, 
followed by a fair-minded appraisal of 
those from the orthodox Christian point 
of view. 

His work does not take the place of 
the larger, more objective or more sym- 
pathetic treatments noted above, but it 
does supplement them, supplying what 
the others so greatly lacked. In Mr. 
Davies’ skilled and able hands a study 
of these various Christian deviations 
leaves the reader aware not only of their 
weaknesses, but also of the gospel’s true 
scope and wealth. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THROUGH THE GOSPELS TO JESUS. By 
Dwight M. Beck. Harper & Bros., New York. 
468 pp. $3.75. 

This book is written out of a wide 
experience of some twenty years in teach- 
ing college students and is intended pri- 
marily as a text book to be used in college 
and seminary classes. However it can be 
used with great profit by all who have 
had some training and who may wish to 
carry on their studies further. 

The student will find brought together 
here in this one volume a wealth of in- 
formation from many sources which will 
contribute greatly to a better understand- 
ing of the Gospels. The Synoptics are 
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given to the Fourth Gospel. The book 
gives a thorough and unbiased treatment 
of the many problems raised by modern 
scholarship in a way that will be thor- 
oughly understandable to the average 
reader. Various points of view and inter- 
pretations are presented clearly and con- 
cisely. The combination of the best of 
critical scholarship with a reverent faith 
will commend itself to all students. 

This book is in no sense a substitute 
for reading the Gospels themselves, but by 
putting the material in its historical set- 
ting, by outlines, scriptural references, 
and by explanations of technical terms 
and by many other helps it makes the 
message of Jesus become alive for our 
times. 

Ministers who wish to make a fresh 
study of the Gospels for themselves will 
find this book stimulating and helpful. 
The footnotes and books referred to in 
the text will be a helpful guide to those 
who may be stimulated to do further 
study. It will be an invaluable help to 
all who teach, whether in church schools 
or in college classes. 

HERBERT S. TURNER. 
Staunton, Va. 
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Worship Time. Compiled by Edward D. 
Staples. Upper Room, Nashville, 50¢, paper. 

When the Family Prays. Hazen G. Wer- 
ner. Upper Room, Nashville, 15¢, paper. 

Prayers of the Middle Ages. Edited by 
J. Manning Potts. Upper Room, Nashville, 
50¢. 

The Second Book of Maccabees. 
lated by Sidney Tedesche. 
N. Y. $4.00. 

The Sources of Western Morality. Geor- 
gia Harkness. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. 


Trans- 
Harper & Bros., 


$3.50. 

Protestant Christianity. John Dillen- 
berger & Claud Welch. Chas. Scribner's 
Sons, N. Y. $4.50. 


Preaching in a Scientific Age. A. C. 
Craig. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. $2.50. 

Horns and Halos in Human Nature. J. 
Wallace Hamilton. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J. $2.50. 
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Being Born. Frances Bruce Strain. Ap- 
pleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., N. Y. $2.75. 

The Pure in Heart. W. E. Sangster. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $4.50. 

Their Day Was Yesterday. Vergilius 
Ferm. Library Publishers, N. Y. $3.95. 

Smoking and Cancer. Alton Ochsner. 
Julian Messner, Inc., N. Y. $2.00. 

The Book of Prayers. Edited by Leon and 
Elfrieda McCauley. Dell Publishing Co., 
N. Y. 35¢, paper. 

The Story of America. Hendrik Van Loon. 
Dell Publishing Co., N. Y. 35¢, paper. 

The Third Revolution. Karl Stern. Har- 
court, Brace & Co., N. Y. $4.00. 

Three to Get Married. Fulton J. Sheen. 
Dell Publishing Co., N. Y. 35¢, paper. 

Security and the Middle East. Proposals 
submitted to the President of the U. S. 
Ballantine Books, N. Y. 35¢. paper. 
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by Alice Lee Humphreys 


ANGELS IN 
PINAFORES 


Perceptive sketches of six-year-olds 
which indicate the depth and breadth 
of the hearts and minds of children. 
Here is Christian psychology effort- 
lessly at work in a schoolroom we 
wish we had known at the age of six. 


HEAVEN IN 
MY HAND 


Miss Humphreys’ first collection of 
penetrating and provocative stories of 
young children. Well on the way to 
becoming a classic, now in its seventh 


printing. 
* 


or of charming poetry 


MOMENTS OF 
ETERNITY 


by Betty W. Stoffel 


“Here the touch is sure, the mastery 
artistic, the thought as profound and 
beautiful as the theme.’—Archibald 
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CHANGES 

David N. Daniels from Jonesboro, Ga., 
to 3147 Post St., Jacksonville, Fla., where 
he is assistant pastor of the Murray Hill 
church. 

William R. Reily and Mrs. Reily are 
home on furlough from the Belgian Congo 
and are at 225 Kennedy Court, Louisville, 
Ky. 
Cc. C. Caldwell, formerly associate pas- 
tor of Second church, Spartanburg, S. C., 
has begun his new work as pastor at 
Belton, S. C. 

Clifton R. Terrell, Reidville, S. C., will 
become pastor of the Henry Belk church, 
Anderson, S. C., December 1. 

J. H. Longenecker, Whitman, Ga., has 
been called to the Roebuck, S. C., church. 

F. B. McDowell from Junction City, 
Kan., to 216 W. Third St., Cordell, Okla. 

B. A. Meeks from Crossett, Ark., to 
Tuscumbia, Mc. 

Horace H. Hilton from Knoxville, 
Tenn., to Rt. 3, Box 91, Wilmington, N. C. 

Mercer Reith Gewin from Booneville, 
Miss., to 325 N. Jeffereys, Pleasant Hill, 
Mo. 

Wm. Robert Gage, now at the West- 
lake Hills church, Austin, Texas, may be 
addressed at Rt. 7, Box 56-B. 

Daniel A. Bowers from Charleston, 
S. C., to 766 Green St., Orlando, Fla., 
where he is associate minister of the 
Park Lake church. 

Charles E. Raynal, Jr., formerly of 
Manning, S. C., is now pastor of the Fort 
Hill church, Clemson, S. C. 

Robt. R. Wallace, Sr., from Canton- 
ment, Fla., to the Salem church, Salem 
Road, Strother, S. C. 

Stewart H. Long from Palmetto, Fla., 
to the Bel-Mar church, 3807 Kensington, 
Tampa 9, Fla. 

Frank A. Brown from Carville, La., to 
Rt. 1, Box 255, Melbourne, Fla. 

W. C. Williams from Valley Center, 
Va., to 3303 Santiago St., Tampa 9, Fla. 

Robert E. Hoffman, a 1953 Princeton 
Seminary graduate who served the Han- 
over Street church, Wilmington, Del., 
during the past year, has become pastor 
of the Northfork. W. Va., church, serving 
also the Landgraff and Algoma chapels. 
DEATHS 

Samuel L. Joekel, 61, widely known 
Bible teacher and lecturer of Austin 
(Texas) Seminary, died suddenly Novem- 
ber 12 while making a pastoral call. Dr. 
Joekel went to the seminary faculty as 
professor of Bible in 1926 from Trinity 
University. He also taught Bible courses 
in the University of Texas. He was a 
former Moderator of his synod and the 
author of a number of books. 

Ernest L. Flanagan, 68, died November 
10 at his home near Clover, S. C., after 
several years of declining health. He 
was at one time pastor in Norfolk, Va, 
Wilson. N. C., and Atlanta, Ga. He was 
a chaplain in World War I. 

Robert Eugene Redding, 93, died at his 
home in Appomattox, Va., November 8. 
He was pastor of Appomattox Courthouse 
group of churches from 1924 until his 
retirement in 1943. 


PITT-XENIA 


Two new professors have been elected 
to the faculty of Pittsburgh-Xenia Semin- 
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ary in Pittsburgh, Pa. Howard M. Jamie- 
son, Jr., pastor of the Third U.P. church 
of Pittsburgh, will become professor of 
English Bible. (The election of full pro- 
fessors come through nomination to the 
synods by the seminary board of direc- 
tors. Dr. Jamieson has received 99.5% 
of the vote cast in all 11 synods—881 
affirmative, four negative, and 13 not 
voting.) Robert L. Kelly, Jr., will become 
associate professor of Greek and Hebrew. 
He has been pastor of the Beverly Heights 


U.P. church in Pittsburgh and part-time 
instructor in Greek and Hebrew. 
MEXICO TRIP 

Cecil A. Thompson, Columbia Seminary 
professor, and Bluford B. Hestir, Presby- 
terian, U.S., director of publicity for the 
General Council, are in the midst of or 
planning a trip to the church’s missions 
in Mexico. Dr. Thompson was to leave 
in mid-November and Mr. Hestir will 
leave early next month. Mr. Hestir plang 
to develop several stories about the mis- 
sion work going on in Mexico. 
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